
Following on from the decision of the Local Plan Inspector not
to recommend the inclusion of the Bedford to Milton Keynes
Waterway in the new Local Plan for Milton Keynes, Milton
Keynes Council has reluctantly concluded that it cannot
include a route in the Supplementary Planning Guidance for
the Eastern Expansion Area of Milton Keynes. However, the
Cabinet will review the Inspector’s Report on the Draft Local
Plan before it is adopted in Spring 2005.

Cllr Richard Pay n e, B e d fordshire County Council and
Executive Member for Environment and Chairman of the
B&MK Partnership, says:

This is a huge blow for the project but the partnership will
press Milton Keynes Council to honour its commitment to
review the Inspector’s Report by Spring 2005.
Since the launch of the B&MK Partnership in 2001 we’ve
passed many important milestones on our path to unlock
the benefits of waterside living,working and recreation in this
area of the south east where there are plans for population
growth.The Partnership will continue to work together to
promote the scheme to ensure the line of the canal is
protected for future generations.

Graham Mabbutt,Milton Keynes Council Cabinet Member for
Transport,says:

The Cabinet have accepted legal advice not to go against the
Local Plan Inspector’s decision.However this does not mean
an end to the hopes and aspirations of those of us who
support the waterway connecting Milton Keynes to Bedford.
The Council is committed to an early review of the Draft
Local Plan before it is adopted in Spring 2005 and will work
s t e a d f a s t ly with the B&MK Pa rt n e rship to pers u a d e
developers and landowners to allow the canal route to pass
through their land.

Jane Wolfson, Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust,says:

We are bitterly disappointed that, despite their support in
principle up to now, Milton Keynes Council have felt unable
to take the logical next step of including the new canal in
their plans for Milton Keynes expansion. Since the Trust
formed in 1994 we?e spoken to over ten thousand people

across the region and met with consistent and overwhelming
community support for the project. We’ve also received
public recognition from neighbouring local authorities of the
strategic importance of the waterway.
We will not stop campaigning for this project which will
deliver huge community benefits until all possible routes and
all funding options are exhausted.We will call the Council’s
decision to scrutiny and press for an early review to get this
decision turned around. We will also be redoubling our
campaigning efforts and I appeal to local people to pledge
their support for the project by signing our petition to
Government and associated funding agencies which already
has over 6,000 signatures.?/span>

The B&MK Partnership, the group of 21 organisations behind
the proposed project to build a new canal between Bedford
and Milton Keynes, was bitterly disappointed to hear
yesterday’s decision by the Milton Keynes Cabinet not to
secure the line of the canal through their area.

If built, the new 20-mile (32km) waterway would bring huge
benefits to communities across the region including:

•a more varied and attractive urban environment
•new homes and business buildings in peaceful waterside

locations 
•new leisure destinations for walking, cycling, boating and

fishing
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Caption

Fortunately, the M1 was build with this access under it which can be
used for the canal. We all need to ensure that the other developments
also preserve a space for the waterway.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE





We really need a substantial and growing membership, to
make sure that we are taken seriously by the decision-makers,
so please see if you can recruit at least one more each. It’s
what my Sundays are for! 

We are planning to make the membership a little more
tangible, with the introduction of membership cards this year,
and this will be the third year with the same membership fees.
Also, the more members we have, the cheaper our printing
costs per member become, so by recruiting more members
everybody gains.

I look forward to hearing from you all soon, and from your
friends, family and acquaintances too!

Leigh Willows
Membership Secretar y,

With our financial year ending on the 30th November I am
able to give a good indication of our financial performance for
last twelve months. On the income side our main source of
funds was from our members, who contributed,through fees
and donations nearly 74% of our total income.

Our stalwart group of speakers raised   nearly £600 (14%) by
way of speaker donations. In all our income amounted to
£4277.

Our main items of expenditure utilised the balance of last
years “Awards for All” grant of £4584, which enabled s to
acquire a laptop computer and projector, d e ve l o p
presentation CDs and produce trust literature and display
boards.This award has been very much appreciated.

We donated £1000 towards water supply studies, organised
by the Waterway Partnership under the direction of BW.
Newsletter costs amounted to £751 and petition printing and
circulation was £492.Promotional items were the other main
item of expense which at £788 included production of the
leaflet.

A full report will be made the the AGM.

Once again a very big “thank you” to our members who’s
support will continue to be vital for the trust to undertake its
significant role in developing the new waterway.

On a sadder personal note after four years as treasurer other
commitments on my part have meant I will not be able to
stand for re- election at the next AGM. If you would like to
stand for the post or would like more information on what is
involved please do not hesitate to contact either myself or any
other committee member.

John Hill
Treasurer

The Executives thank John for the work that he has done.

Financial Update
Treasurers report

Membership
What can you do to help?

All members are being sent the
Walks Leaflet showing how to walk
the route. A very successful “Walk
the Route Day ” was held in
October.The photos show the the
existing tunnel the M1 which
could be used.

Walk the
Route Day
a success!

As well as finding out what it happening through the website
at www.b-mkwaterway.org.uk and members’ newsletters. You
can contact the Trust through the secretary, Marilyn Leask on
01234 401 922 or by email at marilyn.leask@ntlworld.com.
Help is welcome - particularly at the local level.

B&MK Waterway Trust,
PO Box 3611,Newport Pagnell, MK16 0XN.
Tel 07788 481 475

Contact us
Keep in touch and join 
a local group

The existing tunnel under the M1 which could be used.
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Book a talk for your organisation.The Trust’s team of 10 gifted
speakers has addressed 25 groups during 2004, reaching
about 800 listeners.We already have 8 talks planned for 2005.
Any group wishing for a talk in 2005 should contact us on
01234 305925 or e-mail oldgunns@ntlworld.com.

John & Sally Gunning
(Talks organisers)

Talks info
Find out more about 
the waterway


