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Government support for the Waterway

The Department for Communities and Local Government are supporting
the project for a new waterway between Bedford and Milton Keynes by
providing a Project Officer on an eighteen month secondment to push
forward the scheme for a Bedford and a Marston Waterway Park.

The Bedford and Marston Waterway Parks will connect with the Milton
Keynes Waterway Park which at the moment is shortlisted for funding of
£25 million from The Big Lottery Fund.

The Project Officer is Richard Woods who is based at County Hall. The
appointment is also co-funded by Bedfordshire County Council and the
B&MK Waterway Trust. Commenting on his appointment, Richard
Woods said: “| am excited to be working on this project. The Waterway
Parks will be of great benefit to Bedford and the Marston Vale both
economically in terms of creating jobs and encouraging tourism by

widening the access to the countryside, but also environmentally by

creating a continous green corridor as well as a waterway from Bedford to

Milton Keynes. This will encourage new wild life habitats, footpaths, and
cycleway in partnership with SUSTRANS, and other forms of

environmentaly friendly leisure pursuits.”

Richard’s main objectives will be;
to secure the route in all relevant local and regional plans,
develop a strategy to secure the land

lead the development of studies which will result in a successful

planning application
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Background details

The[Bedford[&[MarstonMale[Waterway[Parks, fbgetherith EheMilton
Keynes[Waterway [Park, fbrm[theBedford [& Milton [Keynes[Waterway [l
24kmlafentirely [dew[cbntinuous(ihear[park[and[navigableWaterway
throughfheWholeMilton[Keynes[&[Bedford[growth[@rea, [connectingthe
Grand[Mnionihear[park[in Milton [Keynes[Ibfhe[RiverGreat[Ouse, fhe
Bedford[RiverMalley [Park[andhe[Benland W aterways[beyond.

The[BedfordWaterway [Park [connects(the[Horest[QentrefbfheRiver
Great[Qusel(bkm)[@dndfheMarston[Waterway [Park (11 2km) [connectslifiltb
the[MiltonKleynesWaterway[Park fb[fheWest.[[The[Bedford [&Milton
Keynes[Waterway[Has[@n [elxceptional récord [df [dommunity [Engagement
and[publicslipport, [@nd[id[slipportedbly [dver20Idcal [project[partners.

Projectlpartnersidetermined[thellihe@ndleévellaf thelrbutelin 2003 [1and
theWaterway [Mow [féatures[in fheldraft[Bast af (Bngland [RSS@nd i [draft
Bedford[@nd[Mid[Beds[IDF[cbrelstrategies. [t[is[expected Ebbe[centralin
thelemerging[BAWaterway[Recreation [Strategyfbr[Defra, [dueldutlend
2007. [t has[centrallgovernment(support, [@rimarily via[dommunities[@nd
LocallGovernmentlandin(particular[dommandshelimterest[df (Baroness
Andrews.

Milton[Keynes[Waterway [Park[Has[@lready[secured fhelnecessarylandland
outlinelplanning[permission, [@ndWhileflindingi$[sbughtblcompletefhe
designland(donstruction [df fheWaterway[@nd[akssociated[park, [@lwWay[]
marked [path[Has[been[cdreated[@longlifis[rbute[sbfhatWalking, [dycling
and[rlinning[can(fhkelplace, dhelprojectlis[slipported by fhe[Bedfordshire
andluton[Greenhfrastructure(@onsortium(andWill[Relp[deliver(green
infrastructure(@spirations(@s[capturedihfheBedfordshire[and [Luton
Strategic[GreenhfrastructurePlan.

The aimlaffhis8monthlproject isibBringfheBedford & [Marston
Vale[Waterway [Parks[Ibfhelshmelstatus@stheMilton [Keynes(skction, By
securinglfhelrbute, [Submitting [@lsliccessful[dutlinelplanning [@pplication,
creating[animterim(green(cbrridor, [Aptimising[siynergiesWith [dompatible
growthladrealfargets, [Exploringflinding[sburces[and[preparing [fbrthe
initial [design[and [Muild.
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