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ADream[OnTheWayTo[Reality

Turningfheldream[Eb[reality fhe [Hastern[Group[af fhe Bedford R [Milton Keynes
Waterway [Mrust[is[cbntinuing [fis[Hard Work with fhe[dnnual [Sbonsored [(Walk [the
route’[Eventidn Sunday B July. [Tt Has Mvited @l Who [Participated Tst year@End
would@solikefblextend fhatmvitationd You. ThelwalkWillHeginlat Kempton
Church[Bnd[andWill[Belcbvering @Rmile(skection[of fhe [proposed[chnal [kbute
from[fheRiver[Ouselat[Kempston to[The[Borest[Centre at[MarstonMale.

Thelidealdf[Building @lcanal dihking the [Grand Mnion[[anal kb fhe[@reatOuselih
Bedfordwas/first[proposed By[Samuel Whitbread, [Brewer[@nd [Bedford MP[in [1810.
In[11994 theBedford & MiltonKeynes[Waterway drustWasfbrmed b resurrectfhe
idea. [Mhe(projectbow(e&njoys[slipportftomIdcal MP’s, @l [political [Farties, [cbuncils
and[he[public.[Mhelcanal Has(alsobeenMrittenimtofheldcal[plans. [MhisCdreen
corridor'Will[Mot[anly Melalchnal, Butlawalk, @ldyclerbuteland@Matural Breathing
spacel[Between(urban(centres.

ItG3[dflcburse@lmajor(and Mery[expensivelproject, Ehefirsticompletely [Mew[canallin
twolHundredigears. MheMrustintends b Build fhelchnal [im fhreelstages, [cbnnecting
them{dalalskries[of Mihear Idkes[dlongfheldesignated rbute. [(The[first[sktageHas
already [Been[sibmitted fbr[planning it Milton Keynesahd [i$[Subjectfb@Big
LotteryBidEbrE25million. (8o [mow 8 fime [fb [SkartWork[dn [fhe[dext[stage i
Bedford.

Thealk(ishe[irstskepdfthisexcitingourney. [We[deed b mhark Ehis[skction[df
thelrbutel@nd[providelilnterpretationBoards@ong[ill. We[Need b Win[Qver
planners, fbBuild flinds[and(skek Idcal [Support. (Peopleldf vision[are[needed b
leave[dot[cbncreteBut(an [Exciting légacy or fliture[denerations.

ThereWill[Belan [Exhibition(@boutfhe[canal(at[The[Borest@entre, Marston[Male, [dn
thelday[afltheWalk. TMoreihformation[can[Belskendn fhe[Bedford [& Milton
Keynes[Waterway rust'sWebsite[at www.bmhkwaterway.org.uk
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For[further(detailsicontact:
Name: [(Ienny[Eardley [(Walk[QOrganiser)
Phonelmumber:01234[717621
Mobile[Number:

Email: andrew.eardley@ntlworld.com

Bedford [ Milton KeynesWaterway Trust. [Alimited [dompany [régistered it (Bngland [Ho. [5760839. [Registered [Office:
16[St[@uthberts[Street, Bedford MK403JG. [Alcharitableihcorporateddrganisation registered[charity [Mo11114294
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Waterwayrust
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Bedford Borough@ouncil
BedfordGrouplafDrainageBoards
BedfordRiverMsers@roup
Bedfordshire@ounty@ouncil
British[Marine[Bederation
BritishWaterways
CountryTand [®[[Business
Association®NFU
CountrysideBgency
[@ranfield Mniversity
East[dfBngland MouristBoard
Eastldf(Bngland
Development[Bgency
English[Nature
English[Partnerships
Environment[Bgency
Forest[afMarstonMale
Great[Quse[BoatingAssociation
GrandMnion[(Bouth)Angling@lub
Inland Waterways[Association
Mid BedfordshireDistrict@ouncil
Milton [Keynes@ouncil
Milton [Keynes[Parksrust
RenaissanceBedford
South[BastEngland
Development[Agency
SportEngland
Sustrans
The[Ramblers[Association
TheWaterwaysDrust
TheWildlife[MrustfbrBeds.
Cambs, MNorthants® [Peterborough
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BackgroundIdetails

ThelftustWould(like[extend[@nnvitation &b @l [cecipients(df This[press iElease b
join[us[anEhisWalk. [MhereWill (He Marious[thambers[af fhe ftust@vailable EbEalk
and[the[MP[Patrick[Ball Will [Be Walking Eherbute.

TheBedford[®MiltonKeynes[Waterwayis[d[@roposedinearWaterBark, fbHe
developedlhldonjunctionithfheHorestdf[MarstonWale[@ndMiltonKeynes
Parks@rust.xWilll[@rovidel[@normousBenefitibfhed@reaihfermsdflStimulating
theldconomy, [@roviding[deopleWith@ttractivelplacesibdivel@ndWork, [dnd
improvingthelquality[dffthebcall@nvironment.

[MhelProjectHastadelSignificantfrogressidverfhelastflveears. Bartners
havelihvested[dome[H200K[Ih[development[sStudies,@nd@earlyfburfimesthat
amountBasBeenldontributedihl@roMonol@rofessionalWork@ndMolunteerime.
LastYearherustBecameldldharity[@dnddimited [dompany.

Thel@rojectBas@A0¥earHmescale.[MheWaterwayMill[BeBuilt[ds[dpportunities
becomel@vailableldn@n@greed@nd[Securedfoute, [@ndflindingldanBefbund
throughlpublic,[Business, [dharitable[@nd[developmentldources. [Rlansléxistib
build@rstihMiltonKeynes, fhenih[Bedford@ndnallyfhroughMarstonMale.

The[Waterwayi$[Mow[SecurelyihfheMiltonKeynesocalBlan,[$0hcludedihfhe
draft[Bastldf(BEngland(flan, [$ihfheldraftDH's[Af[Mid[Beds@ndBedford, @ndi$
actively[QupportedByTheldountyihfermsldfldontributing, [@longith[hefbrest,
tol@conomicldevelopment@ndfhelgreendorridor'/thfheMale.[MheMiltonKeynes
Waterway[RarkHasBeenShortistedlindertheBigMotterydivingMandmarks
fund@ndhedrustBasBeen@warded[dH250K[developmentigrantdbiindertake
furtherlStudiesfhatill[Support@FullBid EbriA25mOIh[2007.
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